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For those of you who weren't present at the 
2017 Oxbow Lake Association Annual 
Meeting, you missed an opportunity to 
interact with a recognized expert in their 
field regarding the health of Oxbow Lake. 
The feedback regarding the presentations 
by Dean Premo, Phd and President of White 
Water Associates, has been nothing short of 
outstanding! Not only did Dean captivate 
those of us in the meeting room, we also 
had the privilege of interacting with him 
while on the lake. Rather than commit an 
injustice and try to relate to each of you 
what he shared, I'll summarize his 
presentation. Pertinent to plant community 
health, Oxbow Lake is ranked near the top 
of all lakes studied in Presque Isle - not bad, 
for a lake that had been written off by  
many during the 90's. 

For those of you who were indeed present 
during the annual meeting, I'm sure you left 
feeling confident that Oxbow Lake is 
among the healthiest lakes in the country. I 
know when I left that day, I walked away 
with some swagger. So much so, that I felt 
that it was way too good to be true. So, I 
decided to do some digging. I poured 
through lake study results and reports, 
checked bios and references and even 
toured White Water Associates facilities in 
Amasa Mi. I could find no flaws – White 
Water Associates is a top-notch company 
and the Oxbow Lake study results are pure. 
However, while reading and comparing the 
results of different reports side by side, 
something suddenly stuck out. 

As many of you know, aquatic plant studies 
were performed in both 2007 and 2014. 
WARNING! This may start to get a little 
technical, so hang in there.  The results in 
2014 indicated a 10% improvement in 
overall Floral Quality Index (FQI). Though 
10% sounds like solid improvement, by 
itself, it doesn't carry much weight. 

However, while “peeling back the onion”, 
we discovered that common waterweed 
which had dominated the aquatic plant 
community in 2007, was all but gone 
during the 2014 survey. Common 
waterweed offers very little conservatism 
value and thrives in disturbed habitats. In 
conjunction, the 2014 study revealed the 
presence of more sensitive plants which 
weren't present during the 2007 study and 
which carry a much a higher degree of 
conservatism value. I know many of you 
involved in our Adopt-A-Shoreline 
program (see associated article), have also 
identified new plants in addition to the 
increase in the sheer volume of plants.

What caused such a dramatic improvement 
within the plant community throughout the 
lake? The most obvious answer is the focus 
placed on protecting the perimeter of the 
lake and islands which began shortly after 
receiving the recommendations from the 
2007 study. Do we have enough 
information for other lakes to implement 
and benefit from? At this point, the answer 
varies from scientist to scientist – imagine 
that. In order to help facilitate the answer, 
I'm proud to share that Oxbow Lake has 
been awarded an unprecedented third lake 
study grant and that an advanced aquatic 
plant study will occur on the lake this 
summer. In addition to the aquatic plant 
study, the first ever Oxbow Lake shoreland 
assessment will be conducted as well as 
another fish population and creel survey 
(see associated article). 

I'm sure those of you who spend time on 
the lake will encounter WDNR personnel 
while they're conducting the fish creel 
survey. If you're interested in observing the 
work performed by White Water Associates 
as they conduct the aquatic plant study or 
shoreland assessment, please contact me at 
(715) 686-2628.
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�Have Something You Want to Sell, Buy or Trade or a Service to Offer?

A “Classified Ad” section will begin appearing within the 2019 Oxbow Lake Association Annual 
Newsletter. Coincident with the newsletter mailing, the classified ad section will also be made available on 
the website (https://oxbowlakepi.com). Here's the scoop:

Ad Rates – 2 lines (up to 74 characters) free for Paid OLA Members, $25 for non-members
                   1/8 page (up to 444 characters) $25 for Paid OLA Members, $50 for non-members
                   1/4 page (up to 888 characters) $50 for Paid OLA Members, $100 for non-members
                   Larger ads will be considered and rates will be determined on a case by case basis
Rules –      1. All Ads must be received via e-mail no later than midnight on April 30, 2019.
                   2. Ads will be printed/displayed as they appear when received (we will not edit your ad).
                   3. Payment for all Ads must be received via USPS mail no later than May 31, 2019.
                   4. Payment ensures your Ad will appear on the website until June 15, 2020 or until you 
                       notify OLA via e-mail to discontinue displaying the Ad.
                   5. Only those Ads deemed appropriate by the OLA Board of Directors will be accepted.
                   6. Ads must be sent via e-mail to:  oxbow50@aol.com 
                   7. All payments must be made via check payable to: Oxbow Lake Association

                                                                                                        P.O. Box 101

                                                                                                        Presque Isle Wi 54557

Note: Acceptance of your Ad by the Oxbow Lake Association Board of Directors
does not imply endorsement of your product(s) or service(s).                  
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Oxbow Lake is in great shape! While 
some other lakes in northern 
Wisconsin are spending hundreds of 
thousands of dollars ba�ling invasive 
aqua�c plant species, researchers are 
intrigued at the resurgence in na�ve 
plants on Oxbow.  While many lakes 
depend on costly, and less effec�ve, 
stocking to maintain walleye fishing, 
Oxbow has a naturally reproducing 
popula�on.
2018 is a big year for research on 
Oxbow Lake. White Water Associates is 
conduc�ng an unprecedented third 
lake study.  DNR biologist are 
researching the improvement of our 
aqua�c plant community, and they are 
conduc�ng a fish creel survey to look 
for correla�ons.   That is a lot of 
interest in Oxbow!
Meanwhile, our very own ci�zen-led 
Adopt-A-Shoreline program is in its 
ninth year. Our volunteers cruise the 
near-shore waters watching for exo�c 
or invasive species.  Early detec�on is 
our goal. Aqua�c invasives have a 
reputa�on for ruining na�ve habitats 
and spoiling water recrea�on. History 
proves that quick ac�on is both more 
effec�ve and less costly than a�er-the-
fact remedial ac�on.
Please consider joining in! We are 
always interested in addi�onal 
volunteers.  Please contact Jeff Kenkel 
or O�o Novak, if you would like to help 
or learn more about this program.

2018 is a Banner Year for Research on 
Oxbow Lake:  By Jeff Kenkel  
A���dopt-A-Shoreline does its share 

                                                              FISHING REPORT by Paul Cieslak and Gary Hughes

                                                              FISHING REPORT - Cont.

“Do you want to catch fish on Oxbow 
Lake”What a difference a year makes. 
Last year the ice went out in early 
April. This year April came and went 
and the ice was still THERE.....it 

thfinally went out on May 5  just in time 
for the Walleye Opener.
 In April of last year, the first OLA 
fish crib was sunk on Oxbow. In 
conjunction with the sinking of the 
“CRIB”, the fishing committee 
published an article on “FISHING 
THE CRIB ON OXBOW”. The article 

electrofishing recapture survey, they 
captured 319 walleyes (116 of those 
were juvenile/immature fish), with 63 
of those being recaptures that were 
originally caught during fyke netting. 
We'll have a good adult population 
estimate with relatively tight 
confidence intervals and a high degree 
of confidence.  The DNR feels 
confident in saying that the adult 
walleye population in Oxbow Lake 
continues to look strong, containing a 
healthy male:female ratio with good 
size distribution....all sustained 
through good consistant natural 
reproduction.
In addition to the walleye, they caught 
24 musky (including a couple of tiger 
musky) even though they weren't 
targeting musky; indicative of a solid 
musky population. They also caught a 

offers information on the crib's 
purpose, location and tips on how to 
fish it. We hope you find it helpful. 
For pictures of the crib's construction 
process, visit the Oxbow Lake website 
under the menu “Fisheries” at 
http://oxbowlakepi.com. 

This year our lake is fortunate to host 
and support the Wisconsin DNR 
efforts as they conduct a “FISH 
POPULATION AND CREEL 
SURVEY. Among many other 

good number of relatively small pike 
most between 15-20 inches), which is 
common in our area. A “spring 
summary report” maybe available by 
end of June.

We request that you report any caught 
fish, especially clipped ones, to DNR 
personnel stationed on the lake or to 
an OLA Board Member. A detailed 
explanation of these processes can be 
found on our website at “FISH & 
CREEL SURVEY INFO”. As the 
preliminary creel survey results 
become available WE WILL POST 
THEM ON OUR website.

The following are the results of this 
year's Walleye Tournament and 
spearing activity. A total of 36 walleye 
were registered, 17 from Oxbow, 8 

activities is the counting and marking 
of fish. The fish gathered during the 
population survey were marked by 
clipping one of the fins. This is a 
summary of the DNR's walleye-
targeted netting and shocking results 
this spring. In three days of fyke 
netting they captured 483 walleyes. 
The bulk of the males ranged in size 
from 10 -15 inches, while the bulk of 
the females ranged from 15-25 inches. 
The largest walleye sampled was a 
28.7-inch female. During the 

from PI chain, 8 from Big Horsehead, 
2 from Wildcat, 1 from Birch with the 
biggest being 21 ¾ inches. Oxbow 
once again produced the greatest 
number of fish. These are the lowest 
numbers in recent memory, probably 
due to the late ice out. Oxbow was 
speared. The ceded quota was 134 
walleyes and 5 musky 104 walleyes 
and no musky were taken.

Please report your fishing experiences 
and stories so we can share them in 
our report

ALL FISHING RELATED REPORTS 
AND ARTICLES CAN BE 
ACCESSED ON OUR WEBSITE.                          
“http://oxbowlakepi.com”
under menu “FISHERIES”

Very recent reports from the UW-
Madison Department of Limnology (John 
Lenters) have revealed rising 
temperatures of lake waters in Northern 
Wisconsin and in several other states and 
provinces.  The rate is more than three 
times than the rate of overall world 
warming! This is dramatic in that water 
temperatures have significant impact on 
everything growing in and about lakes.  
For Oxbow Lake this means such critical 
factors as fish species, their growth, 
procreation and/or decline, bacterial load 
or ability of the lake to keep at bay 
harmful growths of everything up to and 
including algae and invasive or overly 
productive current species.  It means the 
presence of frogs, their types and 
numbers and the bugs on which they feed 
may be radically altered.

This suggests that unchecked or 
impossible to remedy, Oxbow Lake will 
become a significantly different lake for 
our children than it is for us.  Gone 
forever might be the mighty musky 
replaced by “dirty” water with algae 
blooms, invasive species, and eroding 
shorelines.  

Sound “alarmist?”  Perhaps not if we 
look to our South at Oneida County 
where one lake suffered up to  40% real 
estate devaluation due to lake degradation 
from misuse/overuse.  (As reported by 
last summer's edition of the Lakeland 
Times).

Obviously, Oxbow Lake starts from a 
higher state of quality and the fact that it 
is at this state means residents are doing a 
number of the “right things.”  The 
question is will this be enough for future 
challenges? Fortunately, we are going to 
get a head start at the annual meeting 
where Dr. Susan Knight will help us 
understand the threat and some actions 
we can plan for our lake's future...if for 
nothing else than keeping the lake 
property values as high as possible in 
what appears to be a challenging future 
market.
�
Here are a couple of concerns I've asked 
Susan to address regarding a warming 
Oxbow Lake and in particular what I can 
do to keep the bladderwort, bryozoans 
and fresh water sponges active in 
Peaceful Bay (the bay at the outflow of 
Basin Creek)?  Given that these 
organisms act as vacuum cleaners for 
Oxbow waters and that they may be 
sensitive to increasing water temperatures 
I am concerned how accelerating 
bacterial and algae loads may affect “my” 
bay and what can I do to maintain the 
health of my lake?

Secondly, what can I do to maintain my 
property to make sure it remains a 
healthy ecosystem in support of my lake?

Please bring your own questions for 
Susan to our annual meeting.

If we work together our task becomes 
lighter and we become better friends.

Northern Wisconsin Lake Temperatures Rising
By Stu Whipple

ALL FISHING RELATED REPORTS AND ARTICLES CAN BE ACCESSED ON OUR WEBSITE.
 “http://oxbowlakepi.com  under menu “FISHERIES”
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Oxbow Lake Association remembers... 
This past year we lost two long time members of the Oxbow Lake Association – Terry Rockenbach and Dr. James (Jim) Rose. 
Terry enjoyed the beauty and serenity that Oxbow Lake continues to offer. Jim, who had previously served as an OLA Board 
Member, will always be remembered as a man with the utmost concern for the safety and well being of others on the lake.

Oxbow Lake Web Site by Gary Hughes                
http://oxbowlakepi.com.         
I'll be presenting a quick overview of the Oxbow Lake web site. We've all spent numerous hours navigating web sites, so I don't 

see a need to spent a great deal of time on site navigation. Instead, my intent is to allocate more time for a Dialog/Q&A session so 

that you have an opportunity to provide feedback. With that said, I ask/urge all Oxbow Lake stakeholders to grab a couple of idle 

minutes, before the Annual Meeting (July21,2018), to review/navigate the web site.

The web site has been "live" since mid-July, 2017. Presently, the site functions primarily as a "digital" repository of the 

Association's internal documents. Although there are a few areas of the site in which the user can offer feedback, our future goal 

is to steer the site towards a more functional interactive/ feedback site. An additional goal would to save some expense on printing 

and mailing by driving more of the communications to the web site. 

Thanks for Your Time & See Ya at the Annual Meeting.

NOTE: Please load the web site   in your browser (aka address area)..... It isn't a WWW site... doesn't work well with search 

engines.










